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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
CASE SUMMARY FOR 

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 
 

1410 Geiger Street 
 

June 9, 2015 at 10:00 A.M. 
City Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street, 3rd Floor 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 
Case Number: 15-041-V 

Subject Property: 1410 Geiger Street (TMS# 09114-05-03) 

Zoning District: RS-2, -DP (Single Family Residential district in a Design Preservation overlay) 

Applicant: Anita M. Recchio 

Property Owner: Anita M. Recchio 

Council District: 1 

Summary Prepared: 6/4/2015 
 
 
Requested Action:  Variance to the lot coverage requirements to construct additions to a single family 

residence  
Applicable Sections 
of Zoning Ordinance: §17-275 Maximum of 30% lot coverage allowed within the RS-2 district. 
 §17-112 Standard criteria for variances 
  
Case History:  1/8/2015 Design/Development Review Commission (D/DRC) approves design of 

proposed additions. 
 
Staff Comments:   The applicant is requesting a variance to the lot coverage allowance for a (RS-2) single-

family residentially zoned lot.  Lot coverage of 30% is allowed, and the applicant is 
requesting to cover +/- 34% instead.  The existing home is +/- 1,531 sq. ft., and 
according to tax records was built in 1925.  Also existing upon the property is a 428 sq. 
ft. garage.  The proposed addition is approximately 2,115 sq. ft., and includes a master 
suite, a new kitchen, a great room, a covered porch, and a covered carport/porch. In total, 
a footprint of +/- 4,074 sq. ft. would be under roof  

 
 Part of this proposal would be the inclusion of a 6’ wide strip from  the neighbor to the 

east into the subject property.  Should the 6’ strip be consolidated into the existing lot, 
the new lot area would be +/- 11,966.7 sq. ft., which would allow for 3,590 sq. ft. of the 
lot to be covered under roof, or approximately 484 sq. ft. short of the applicant’s request.   

 
 The applicant states that, due to their desire to remain in the home well into the 

retirement years (“age in place”), and a desire to conform to the design of the homes in 
the area, they cannot reasonably add a second story to the home.   

 
 The property is surrounded by RS-2 zoned properties and is in the northern portion of the 

Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association.    
 
 Should the Board be inclined to approve this request, the applicant will also be required 

to comply with design requirements of the Cottontown/Bellevue historic district (-DP), 
including the D/DRC’s approval and the Certificate of Design Approval issued by staff 
on January 9, 2015. 
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Persons expressing support or concern about this application submitted the documents outlined below to staff.  
All documents are attached hereto and made a part of the record of the public hearing. 
         
Letters from: 
- Paul Bouknight, President, The Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association 
- Susanne Wessel, 1406 Geiger Avenue 
- Amelia Bradley, 1414 Geiger Avenue 
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