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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please hold your questions until we transition to the boards, and we’ll be able to answer your questions at the boards.



Planning Together for
Multimodal Transportation

« Walk Bike Columbia Pedestrian + Bicycle
Master Plan (2015)

« Columbia Compass (2020)

« SCDOT Complete Streets Directive DD28
(2027)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation planning isn’t something that happens in a bubble – partners are critical, as is community input – because we’re planning for the PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – land that is set aside for public use, and in this case, specifically for transportation. We want to make sure it serves a larger community purpose, and is accessible to all.

Three plans or policy documents are especially relevant to tonight’s meeting
Walk Bike Columbia was adopted in 2015, and represents a long-term plan for a multimodal and accessible network throughout Columbia
Columbia Compass, the City’s 10-year update to the comprehensive plan, was adopted in 2020 after extensive public engagement, and incorporates the recommendations of Walk Bike Columbia
SCDOT adopted an official policy that provides guidance on the provision of multimodal infrastructure on state roads – in Columbia, state routes are about 70% of our roadways, and cover routes that act as transportation spines throughout our city.
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Vision, Goals & Objectives

Walk Bike Columbia envisions an expanded and ADA-accessible network
of transit, sidewalks, greenways, trails, and on-street bicycle connections
linking people to jobs, schools, destinations, adjacent communities,
and one another. The network serves residents, commuters, students,
and visitors alike. Walking, biking and transit are an integral part of City
projects, policies, and programs and are perceived as routine, efficient,
safe, and comfortable options for both transportation and recreation.
People of all ages and abifities enjoy walking and biking and benefit from
enhanced quality of life, public health, and economic opporiunity.

Walk Bike
Columbia

» Planning for a
vision

« Extensive public
engagement

« Policies,

Awareness - Increase education,
encouragement, and enforcement
related to biking and walking to
build confidence for residents.

Choice - Provide a range of
transportation options to advance
Columbia’s multimodal linkages
and transportation culture.

Accessibility — Institutionalize LYYl Usage — The transit-, walking-,
universal design principals to and biking-environment will help
meet the needs of all modes and inspire movement in everyday
all users. life.

Connectivity and Convenience —
Biking, walking, and using transit

Implementation — Local
leadership, coordination, and

Programs, +

for transportation will be easy,
efficient, and routine activities.

funding will allow the continued
growth of the network.

Projects

04 safety while designing attractive
and comfortable streets, trails, and

Safety and Comfort — Improve LI Evaluation — The City will
measure progress lowards
advancing the vision and goals of
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greenways for all users.

Walk Bike Columbia.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’d like to briefly touch on Walk Bike Columbia, because this is the public planning process that resulted in recommendations for pedestrian + bicyclist infrastructure throughout the City, including buffered bike lanes along River Drive
The planning process itself came about as a result of community engagement – citizens advocated for the creation of a master plan for the City, and City Council, the Central Midlands Council of Governments, and local partners worked to make it a reality. The bulk of the funding came from the Federal Highways Administration, or FHWA, which meant that a critical component of the planning process was to connect the recommendations to the transit and transportation network – meaning the plan is about moving people through the provision of active transportation opportunities, and not just about providing spaces for recreation.
Outreach was extensive. The project team and volunteers helped staff both official public meetings and reach citizens where they were – from the transit center to Soda City Market. Data was gathered through online surveys and site observations – including the first round of pedestrian and bicyclist counts, a program we continue today.
This engagement, a thorough analysis of our existing and potential road network, and an understanding of national and international best practices helped drive the plan’s recommendations – for policies, programs, AND projects.
The River Drive buffered bike lanes we are discussing tonight were an infrastructure recommendation that came out of this process.
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About the Project

« SCDOT resurfacing
« City involvement
« Schedule

* Resurfacing complete
« Comments + Path Forward
« Permanent Markings

« Connectivity
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
So let’s talk about the project. 
River Drive was recently resurfaced, beginning in February, by SCDOT, as part of their routine resurfacing of state routes. 
The City became involved at the start of the resurfacing, due to the recommendations of Walk Bike Columbia for this critical corridor that connects both neighborhoods, commercial services, and a planned greenway expansion
At this point, the resurfacing is complete, but the permanent markings have not yet been installed by the SCDOT contractor.
We are taking comments through this Friday, May 31st, at 5pm, to be forwarded to City leadership and SCDOT, and a path forward will be determined from there.
What makes this project critical? We know that resurfacing doesn’t happen frequently, and this is a chance to provide critical connectivity.
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Walk Bike Columbia
Pedestrian & Bicycle Master Plan

Buffered Bike Lanes

Buffered bike lanes are conventional bicycle lanes
paired with a designated buffer space, separating
the bicycle lane from the adjacent mator vehicle
travel lane and/or parking lane. Buffered bike lanes
are designed to increase the space between the
bike lane and the travel lane and/or parked cars.
This treatment is appropriate for bike lanes on
roadways with high motor vehicle traffic volumes
and speed, adjacent to parking lanes, or a high
volume of truck or oversized vehicle traffic.

River Drive Buffered Bike Lanes |
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Facilities In Design

Proposed River Drive Restriping Project
®s \iista Greenway Extension

Existing Bike Facilities/Paths

@== Bike Boulevard

- Bike Lane

s Shared Lane Markings

= Shared Use Path or Greenway

Facilities Recommended by Walk Bike Columbia

Bikeways Greenway Connections

® & Bike Boulevard Greenway Connections
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® @ Cycle Track [2-way) 0 Bicycle/Pedestrian Cut-through
® @ [nfill Street 0 Intersection Improvemnents
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This zoomed out map shows both existing and potential connectivity; we also have a printed copy for you to view.
River drive is shown with a white highlight, here (USE POINTER)
Existing bicycle infrastructure is in solid lines – including the recently installed Calhoun bike facilities 
The planned vista greenway extension, currently in design, is shown here in dotted dark green (USE POINTER)
The remaining dotted lines show bicycle facilities recommended by Walk Bike Columbia.





Walk Bike Columbia
Pedestrian & Bicycle Master Plan

Buffered Bike Lanes
Buffered bike lanes are conventional bicycle lan
paired with a designated buffer space, separating
the bicycle lane from the adjacent motor vehicle
travel lane and/or parking lane. Buffered bike lanes
are designed to increase the space between the
bike lane and the travel lane and/or parked cars.
This treatment is appropriate for bike lanes on
roadways with high motor vehicle traffic volumes
and speed, adjacent to parking lanes, or a high
volume of truck or oversized vehicle traffic.

‘ River Drive Buffered Bike Lanes

Made with Streetmix

Facilities In Design

Proposed River Drive Restriping Project
*s Vista Greenway Extension

ike Fac Paths
Use Path or Greenway
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Zoomed in, you can see the neighborhood connections that this section of River Drive provides – it serves as a critical transportation spine for surrounding neighborhoods, but also as a key gateway to the downtown. And again, you can see the planned Vista Greenway extension HERE.

I’m going to turn it over to Tristan, who will talk briefly about what the proposed buffered bike lanes would look like.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the existing conditions on River Dr. you’ll notice the excessive width of the driving lanes. Generally speaking, wide lanes like these encourage speeding – which is dangerous for pedestrians bicyclists and drivers. Excessively wide streets like these make street crossings difficult for pedestrians. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a representation of the existing conditions in plan. You’ll notice the seemingly excessive amount of space for vehicles to move laterally within the single-lane road. 


Made with Streetmix
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
With our proposed buffered bike lanes, bicyclists are given 5 feet of space laterally and a 2 foot buffer between their designated lane and the cars. The 11 feet left over for vehicles provides ample room for comfortable driving. The two foot buffer with striping not only makes drivers more alert to bicyclists, but the increased separation enhances a bicyclists sense of safety while on the road. This increased sense of security encourages participation amongst bicyclists who would otherwise feel uncomfortable sharing the road with cars.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s what that would look like from a birds-eye view. You’ll notice that there is still ample room for vehicles while providing a safe travel lane for bikes. 
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What's Next?

 Chat with us tonight
until 6PM

* Submit written
comments tonight, or
email
transportationplannin
g@columbiasc.gov by
Friday, May 31¢t at
5PM

Access meeting materials +
more at bit.ly/PDS-Projects
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please hold your questions until we transition to the boards, and we’ll be able to answer your questions at the boards.
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